[Cystic echinococcosis in the Mersin province (119 cases)].
This study was made to emphasize the importance of cystic echinococcosis in the Mersin province and to contribute to informarion regarding the geographic distribution of infection in Turkey. Seven different pathology laboratory records in the Mersin province between the period 2011-2012 were evaluated according to age, sex and organ involvement. In study period, a total of 119 cases of cystic echinococcosis were determined. Male patients constituted 52.94% of the cases, and female, 47.05%. The age distribution of these cases was between 5 and 76 years. Most of the cases appeared in 41-50 (22.68%) year old patients. The most common localizations for cystic echinococcosis was determined in the liver (n: 53, 44.53%) and lung (n: 39, 32.77%), followed by the kidney (n: 4, 3.36%), spleen (n: 3, 2.52%) and gall bladder (n: 3, 2.52%). In 3 cases (2.52%), multiorgan involvement was seen. Cystic echinococcosis is an important health problem in Turkey. The stray dogs, which play an important role in the contagiousness of the disease, should be kept under control and treated. Also, slaughtering of animals must be preformed under the supervision of veterinary surgeons and destruction of infected organs should be carried out under proper conditions in slaughterhouses.